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and sordid abstraction. Perhaps a time may come
when I may by lapse of time be grown fit for it. As
yet I really, from a philosophical spirit, allow myself
to be driven along the tide of life with a good
deal of caution, not to be much hurt; and still
flattering myself that an unexpected lucky chance
may at last place me so, that the prediction of ^a
fortunate cap appearing on my head at my birth will
be fulfilled.

My two boys are still in the house with me* The
eldest is advancing both in Latin and Greek exceedingly
well, by the assistance of one of the ushers of the Soho
Academy; and the other goes on in Latin with him
during this hard weather, but next week I am to send
him again to that academy. I am sensible that it is
a great disadvantage to them to be under my roof, as I
am so much abroad; and then they must be with my
Scotch housekeeper and footman, whom I yet retain on
account of their fidelity and moderate wages ^ but 1 am
afraid to send my eldest to a public school with his
rupture; the younger I shall send to one when he is a
year older.

I am now very near my rough draught of Johnson's
Life. On Saturday I finished the Introduction and
Dedication to Sir Joshua, both of which had appeared
very difficult to be accomplished. I am confident they
are well done. Whenever I have completed the rough
draught, by which I mean the work without nice
correction, Malone and I are to prepare one-half per-
fectly, and then it goes to press, where I hope to have
it early in February, so as to be out by the end of
May. I do not believe that Malone's Shakespeare will
be much before me: his brother, Lord Sundcrlin, with
his Lady and two sisters, came home from a long tour
on the Continent in summer last, and took a country-